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Suicide Prevention conference Invites Workshop Proposals

The planning committee for the Third Annual Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention Conference, “Creating Healthy Communities,” invites workshop proposals. The conference will be held Sept. 15-16, 2009, at the Ramada Inn, State College. Suggested topics include post-traumatic stress disorder, juvenile justice, substance abuse, therapeutic approaches and innovative programs, and spirituality and suicide. The call for presentations is available online at www.payspi.org (News and Events). Deadline is Mar. 25, 2009.

Youth Leadership Event Planned

National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day is Thursday, May 7, 2009.  To celebrate this event, the Youth and Family Training Institute will host a two-day youth leadership program at the Penn Stater Conference Center and Hotel on May 6-7, 2009. The program will focus on helping youth and professionals gain skills in fostering youth leadership opportunities and youth-professional partnerships within their counties, and establish a state-wide youth leadership support network. Featured speakers are Adam Fletcher, a national youth leadership expert, and Ross Szabo, Director of Youth Outreach for the National Mental Health Awareness Campaign. Participation is limited to one youth and one professional from each county. For more information, contact the Youth and Family Training Institute at yfti@upmc.edu or 1-866-462-3292.

Autism Mini-Grants Available

The Bureau of Autism Services has announced the availability of mini-grants of up to $500 to support individuals of all ages living with an autism spectrum disorder and their families. The purpose of the program is to serve individuals and families who are not able to access existing support systems for various reasons. To be eligible, applicants may not be receiving any other family support services. Individuals who receive behavioral health rehabilitation or early intervention services are eligible. Grant funds may be used for respite/child care, summer camp and other programs. More information and an application are available at www.autisminpa.org. The deadline for applications is Apr. 17, 2009.

Age of Consent Law (Act 147) Clarified

In 2004, when Act 147 was signed into law, many family members of children ages 14-18 with serious emotional or behavioral disorders were elated that their challenges in accessing mental health treatment for their children had come to an end. Act 147 allows children ages 14-18 or their parents to consent for inpatient or outpatient mental health treatment. Prior to this law, based on the Mental Health Procedures Act,, children age 14 and over were able to consent for inpatient treatment, but their parents were not able to consent on their behalf. The Mental Health Procedures Act  was silent about outpatient treatment. Although nearly five years have passed since the passage of the law, questions raised at the January meeting of the Children's Advisory Committee indicate there may still be some misunderstanding related to the ability of the parents to consent on behalf of their child. Act 147 did not give authority to any Department to develop regulations or to interpret the law, but there have been requests to modify consent forms for inpatient treatment to be consistent with the law. The Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services has developed draft forms and will be distributing them to the Children's Advisory Committee for review and comment.

Penn State Offers New Master’s Degree emphasis in Early Childhood
Penn State is now offering a special education master’s degree program with an emphasis in early intervention (birth to age 3) and early childhood special education (ages 3-8). The program is designed for individuals who work with infants, toddlers and preschoolers with disabilities and their families. The program is funded through a grant from United States Office of Special Education. Applications are now being accepted for summer 2009. For more information, contact Dr. Marisa Macy at mmacy@psu.edu.  

Free Multimedia Training Materials on Inclusion

Free training materials on the inclusion of young children ages birth to 5 with disabilities in early care and education settings are available from SpecialQuest. Funding for the multimedia training materials comes from the Office of Head Start. Order online at www.specialquest.org/about.htm (click on Training Library)  

Training Opportunities in Child Welfare 

The National Child Welfare Resource Center for Organizational Improvement is sponsoring a series of teleconferences on various topics in child welfare. The complete list of dates and topics, along with instructions about how to join the teleconferences, is available at http://muskie.usm.maine.edu/helpkids/tele.htm 

Please Consider Receiving the Alert by E-mail

If you are currently receiving a paper copy of the Alert by U.S. mail, we encourage you to switch to e-mail. Each month, the Alert is e-mailed in two forms: text pasted into the body of the e-mail, and as a Word attachment to print and distribute as you like. If you would like to receive the Alert by e-mail, contact the editor at c-hbicksle@state.pa.us. Thank you for helping reduce costs and save trees!

Conference/Training Opportunities

Mar. 3, Mar. 24, and Apr. 4, 2009: “Transition: It’s Not Just for Kids—Parents Need a Transition Plan Too!” Three webinar and/or conference call sessions sponsored by the Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network. More information at www.pattan.net. 

Mar. 9, 2009: STAR-Center Training Institutes, “Cognitive Behavior Therapy: Techniques for Today’s Troubled Teens,” and “Evidence-Based Practices for Supporting Students with Behavioral Disorders,” Radisson Hotel, King of Prussia. More information at www.starcenter.pitt.edu. 

Mar. 11, 2009: “The Role of Trauma-Informed Care: Responding to the Threat of Youth Violence and Youth Suicide,” presented by Gordon R. Hodas, M.D. Video Conference sponsored by Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic. Registration information and participating sites are at www.wpic.pitt.edu/oerp. 

Mar. 19, 2009: “De-Escalating Potential Behavior Problems: Specific Strategies for Effective Classrooms,” sponsored by the Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network  in Pittsburgh, Harrisburg and King of Prussia, and various downlink sites. More information at www.pattan.net. 

Mar. 22-25, 2009: “Supporting Young Children’s Social/Emotional Development,” Sixth Annual Addressing Challenging Behavior National Training Institute on Effective Practices, Sheraton Sand Key Resort, Clearwater Beach, Fl. Sponsored by the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations of Early Learning. More information at www.addressingchallengingbehavior.org. 

*Mar. 25 and Apr. 14, 2009: “PA Community on Transition: Effective Practice in Self Advocacy for Secondary Youth,” videoconference sponsored by the Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network at various downlink sites. More information at www.pattan.net.

Mar. 25-27, 2009: “Creating Magic…” Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel, Harrisburg. Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Council of Children, Youth and Family Services. Contact (717) 651-1725 or pamelab@pccyfs.org. 

*Apr. 1, 2009: “Assessment and Intervention of Substance-Abusing Adolescents,” Health and Wellness Center Auditorium, Warrington. Sponsored by Foundations Community Partnership. More information at http://fcpartnership.org/prof_education.htm 

Apr. 22, 2009: Web Cast on Cyber-Bullying, 3:00-4:40 p.m.. Sponsored by the Stop Bullying Now campaign of the Health Resources and Services Administration. More information at http://stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/adult/indexAdult.asp 

*Apr. 27, 28, 29, 2009: “Bringing the Birds and the Bees Down to Earth: Sexuality Education for Persons with Autism,” sponsored by the Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network in King of Prussia, Harrisburg and Pittsburgh, respectively. More information at www.pattan.net. 

May 4-6, 2009: “Keeping Our Children Safe: Strategies for Schools and Communities,” Harrisburg Hilton and Towers, Harrisburg. Sponsored by the PA Department of Education and others. More information at www.safeschools.info. 

*May 6, 2009: “Teach Your Parents Well: Adolescent Development in a Dysfunctional World,” Health and Wellness Center Auditorium, Warrington. Sponsored by Foundations Community Partnership. More information at http://fcpartnership.org/prof_education.htm
May 15, 2009: STAR-Center Training Institutes, “Helping Teens and Families Manage Self-Injurious Behaviors,” and “Evidence-Based Practices for Supporting Students with Behavioral Disorders,” William Pitt Student Union, Pittsburgh. More information at www.starcenter.pitt.edu.

May 31-June 3, 2009: “It’s Our Future: Investing in Each and Every Child,” Pennsylvania Higher Education Institute, Holiday Inn Harrisburg-Hershey, Grantville. Sponsored by the Department of Education and the Office of Child Development and Early Learning. Contact 717-213-2064 or beraho@berksiu.org. 

*June 2-5, 2009: “Family: The Keystone for Systems Change,” American Humane Conference on Family Group Decision Making and Other Family Engagement Approaches, Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh. More information at www.americanhumane.org/2009conference. 

June 23-25, 2009: Building on Family Strengths Conference, Hilton Portland and Executive Tower, Portland, Or. Sponsored by the Research and Training Center on Family Support and Children's Mental Health. Call for proposals and more information at www.rtc.pdx.edu. 
June 24-26, 2009: Seventeenth Annual Pennsylvania Permanency Conference, Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center, Lancaster. Sponsored by the Department of Public Welfare, Independent Living Services, and the Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network. More information at www.diakon-swan.org. 

July 22-24, 2009: “Success by Design: Pennsylvania Community on Transition Conference,” Penn Stater Conference Center and Hotel, State College. Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and others. More information at http://www.pattan.net/files/Flyers09/TransitConf09.pdf.  

*Sept. 15-16, 2009: “Suicide Prevention: Creating Healthy Communities,” Third Annual Pennsylvania Suicide Prevention Conference, Ramada Inn, State College. Sponsored by the PA Suicide Prevention Initiative and partners. More information at www.payspi.org (News and Events).

Oct. 7-9, 2009: 31st Annual Conference of the Juvenile Detention Centers Association, Nittany Lion Inn, State College. More information at www.jdcap.org.

Nov. 4-6, 2009: Pennsylvania Conference on Juvenile Justice, Harrisburg Hilton and Towers, Harrisburg. Sponsored by the Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission and others. More information at www.jcjc.state.pa.us. 

Note: Information about training on children’s mental health issues is available online from Drexel University, www.drexelmed.edu/bhe; Penn State’s Education, Outreach and Research Services division, http://psychiatry.hmc.psu.edu/web/psychiatry/community/ehsord/training; and the University of Pittsburgh Office of Education and Regional Programs, www.wpic.pitt.edu/oerp/. Training sessions offered by Philadelphia Child and Family Therapy Training Center are listed at www.philafamily.com.
(*new listing this month)

Sign Up for the Governor’s Newsletter: Governor Edward G. Rendell invites every Pennsylvania to sign up to receive his newsletter. To do so, visit the Governor’s Web site at www.pa.gov.
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE
Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, Bureau of Children’s Behavioral Health Services

DGS Annex Complex, Beechmont Building, 2nd Floor, P. O. Box 2675, Harrisburg, PA 17105

Phone: 717-772-7984; Fax: 717-705-8268; E-mail: c-hbicksle@state.pa.us
Estelle Richman, Secretary of Public Welfare; Joan Erney, Deputy Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services;

Stan Mrozowski, Director, Bureau of Children’s Behavioral Health Services; Harriet S. Bicksler, Alert Editor


